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Miniseries Session 2 Course Outline

 Establishing medial elbow ports

 Establishing elbow ports: troubleshooting

 Arthroscopic examination of the elbow joint

 Establishing lateral shoulder ports

 Arthroscopic examination of the shoulder joint

 Tips for successful arthroscopy

 

Establishing medial elbow 

ports

 

A reminder on 

positioning

 Extend shoulder as much as possible

 If flexed abducting force just rotates shoulder 

rather than opening medial aspect of elbow

 Externally rotate paw a little

 A moderate amount of force is required

 Proper positioning makes establishing ports so 

much easier!

 

 

Instrument port

Arthroscope port

Egress needle insertion point
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Ulna nerve

Median nerve 

and artery
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Establishing ports: 

troubleshooting
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Other common problems

 Camera or instrument cannula pops out

 Improve medial joint space by repositioning

 Have a scrubbed assistant hold the base of the port

 ‘Open port’ for instruments – use haemostats to create open tunnel to joint

 Joint is normal

 Have you made a correct diagnosis?

 Are you in the correct side?

 Have you been systematic in your examination?
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